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 You might be surprised to learn 
that Girl Scouts across GSNI earned 
more than 28,000 badges, pins, and 
achievement awards last year! The 
pandemic certainly did not stop our 
Girl Scouts from trying new things, 
developing new skills, or reaching 
new levels of accomplishment and 
service. 
 These earned awards span a 
spectrum of topics and interests 
from Cyber Security Safeguards 
to Outdoor Adventurer, both of 
which are ideal during this time of 
remote learning, online activities, 
and the outdoors being one of the 
only places always “open” for fun 
activities.
 The most popular badges last 
year were the Cookie Business and 
Financial Literacy Petals for Daisies, 
First-Aid for Brownies, Drawing for 
Juniors, Woodworker for Cadettes, 
Car Care for Seniors, and Research 
& Development for Ambassadors. 
New badges girls are earning 
include the very timely Democracy 
badges, and the recently released, 
GSNI-piloted, Entrepreneurship 
badges, inspired and funded in part 
by GSNI Inspire keynote speaker, 
Susan Butler.
 Girl Scouts always have options 
for skill building, leadership 
development, and service through 
earned awards. They also have 
opportunities for discovering new 
interests or further exploration of 

a favorite topic! Thanks to the new 
S’more Fun, GSNI’s online seasonal 
program guide, girls, troops, 
and parents can choose from a 
wide range of virtual or COVID-19 
compliant in-person activities, 
presented by council staff or one of 
dozens of GSNI preferred partners. 
By participating in two sessions 
each season, girls can build their 
S’more Fun patch with a segment 
for every season. S’more Fun and 
patch details can be found on the 
Activities page of our website at 
www.girlscoutsni.org. 

Thanks to Shoe Carnival in 
Freeport for sponsoring S’more 

Fun for Winter 2020 and 
Spring 2021! 

All the Badges Girls Earn
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Mackenzie & 
Samantha in 
the Blackhawk 
SU were very 
excited to 
learn to ski 
with their Dad. 

Girls can earn 
their Snow 
or Climbing 
Adventure 
badges by 
enjoying a 
family ski outing.
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Successful New Twist on a Favorite 
Annual Event
 Cookie Kick-Off is always an 
exciting event in the Girl Scout year; 
how to make it exciting in 2020 
was a unique challenge, though. 
Obviously, there could be no big rally 
or other in-person activities, as had 
historically been the case, so Cookie 
Kick-Off went virtual! 
 Who would have ever thought 
the Virtual Cookie Kick Off (VCKO) 
would be the best attended 
Cookie Kick-Off in the history of 
GSNI? But it was—with over 500 
people attending the premiere on 
December 12, 2020, and over 1,000 
more viewing the VCKO video online 
since then! Hosted by GSNI Girl 
Scouts Jane, Niara, Charlee, and 
Sarah, and featuring GSNI’s CEO, 
Fiona Cummings, dressed as a Girl 
Scout Cookie, girls across northern 
Illinois learned all about goal 
setting, decision making, working 
with people, money management, 
and ethics, along with important details about the Girl Scout Cookie 

Program. The VCKO was lively, 
upbeat, and even included a cookie 
chant for those watching to join in, 
just like in-person events (although 
maybe not quite as loud!). 
 One aspect of the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program girls learned at 
VCKO was the Cookie Business 
Challenge. Girls were encouraged 
to contact businesses and present 
information about the Cookie 
Program to business owners or 
managers, including how they could 
purchase a case or more of Girl 
Scout Cookies to give as customer 
or employee appreciation gifts. 
When three businesses buy at least 
one case of Girl Scout Cookies, the 
Girl Scout earns a special patch for 
achieving this goal!
 If you would like to provide a 
Girl Scout with the opportunity to 
hone her presentation skills through 
the Cookie Business Challenge, 

please contact us at cookies4you@
girlscoutsni.org, and we will have a 
Girl Scout reach out to you. If you 
would like to order cookies but do 
not know a Girl Scout, visit the “I 
Want to Buy Cookies” tab on our 
website at www.girlscoutsni.org to 
order online or find a cookie booth 
near you!

Mia and Abby from Troop 222 watching 
the cookie kickoff and taking notes. 
They said they had a lot of fun and can 
not wait to start their cookie business! 

Kaylee, Troop 925 is intent on learning all about the Girl Scout Cookie Program!

Thank you to the sponsors of 
our Cookie Kick-Off, Kunes 

Country Auto Group, Servpro 
of Rockford, and Erboe & 

Associates, CPAs. 
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Fun for You,
Good for Girls 

Above: Rappel this side of the Historic 
SupplyCore Building in Rockford. Right: Louise 
Glon, at inaugural GSNI OTE4GS event, will 
participate for the 3rd time on June 5, 2021.

 Be a part of the exciting and 
exhilarating experience of Over the 
Edge 4 Girl Scouts on Saturday, 
June 5, 2021, at SupplyCore, 303 
N. Main Street, in Rockford, Illinois. 
Rarely will you have the opportunity 
to rappel down the side of building, 
and even more rare that you will 
enjoy a beautiful river view as part 
of the experience! You will not want 
to miss this chance for what might 
be a once-in-a-lifetime, “bucket 
list” opportunity. Plus, you will be 
helping girls who face barriers 

to participating in Girl Scouts, 
as all proceeds from Over the 
Edge 4 Girl Scouts will go toward 
financial assistance and our Project 
Opportunity program. Rappelers 
raise $1,000 ($500 for Girl Scouts, 
ages 11–18) to earn their spot on one 
of the ropes and go down the side 
of the historic SupplyCore building. 
 There are other ways to 
participate too, like the Toss the 
Boss Challenge for instance! Gather 
your colleagues, friends, Girl Scout 
troop, or family members to raise 

Prefer to Keep Your Feet
on the Ground?
 Are you a serious runner or someone who enjoys a leisurely walk around your neighborhood? Join the McHenry 
County Virtual Human Race and support GSNI. You have the choice of walking or running up Pikes Peak (1/2 
marathon) or through the Redwood National Park (5K). Also available are a bike tour in Alaska (9.5 miles) or a walk 
or run with family and friends through the San Diego Zoo (1 mile). All virtually, of course! You choose your distance, 
register for the corresponding race, and complete your virtual run or walk on a course of your choosing. Complete 
your virtual race anytime between April 25–May 9.
 Registration is open now at www.runsignup.com/Race/IL/AnyCity/McHenryCountyHumanRace. During the 
registration process you will be asked, “Which organization should receive the proceeds of your race fee?”. To have 
your race fees benefit GSNI, select Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois in the drop-down box. 50% of your race fee will 
be donated to GSNI! You are also able to make an additional donation and fundraise for GSNI. All participants will 
receive medals and a T-shirt. 

$1,000 and send your boss or other 
leader Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts! 
(It helps if they agree to rappel 
before you draft them.) Register 
or learn more, including who all 
our edgers are and how to support 
them at www.girlscoutsni.org/ote 
or contact Nancy Ramos at 815-
209-6550 (text/voice) or nramos@
girlscoutsni.org. 
 For information about other 
Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts 
sponsorship opportunities, contact 
Nancy Ramos!
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 Julie Platt was pinned virtually 
by Dianne Belk, Founder, Juliette 
Gordon Low Society, at GSUSA’s 
2020 National Council Session. 
She waited until her daughter, Gold 
Award Girl Scout Lauren Platt, could 
join her for a Juliette Gordon Low 
Reception at her home to officially 
open the package containing her 
pin. Lauren earned her Gold Award 
as a GSNI Girl Scout and is currently 
on GSNI’s Board of Directors and an 
engineering student at Milwaukee 
School of Engineering. Julie says, 
“Thank you for all you do for girls 
and women and my daughter!” 
Thank YOU, Julie, for investing in 
future generations of Girl Scouts!
 Anyone can create a 
complimentary, customized, last will 
and testament at www.trustandwill.
com/girl-scouts, a no-obligation 
service provided by Girl Scouts of 

FYI

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email, please contact Lynn Momberger 
at lmomberger@girlscoutsni.org, 815-209-6664 (cell), or 844-476-4463.

Thank you for your continued support of GSNI as we strive to develop independent, 
confident girls through customizable experiences and opportunities to learn valuable life 

skills while cultivating the character to make a difference in the world!

the USA. If you 
decide to include 
Girl Scouts of 
Northern Illinois in 
your will, be sure 
to let us know, so 
we can welcome 
you into the 
Juliette Gordon 
Low Society too. 
Contact Lynn 
Momberger at 
815-209-6664 
(text/voice) or 
lmomberger@
girlscoutsni.
org. For more 
information 
on the Juliette 
Gordon Low 
Society, visit 
www.girlscoutsni.
org/donate. 

How Do Girl Scouts Strut the Runway during a Pandemic?
 GSNI’s Historians hosted a “Strut 
the Runway” program this past 
October at the DeKalb Area Women’s 
Center. This girl program event was 
originally planned as an in-person 
fashion show, with family and friends 
cheering on Girl Scout models as 
they showed off vintage Girl Scout 
uniforms from the past. With the 
pandemic, however, the Historians 
quickly transformed the event into 
“Strut the Runway”, a virtual fashion 
show. Masking and social distancing 

parameters were followed, and 
girls were scheduled for 30-minute 
photo shoots with enough time to 
disinfect in between sessions. The 
photographs were then incorporated 
into a digital presentation which you 
can view anytime on YouTube!   
 Participants also enjoyed several 
historical displays from GSNI’s 
Girl Scout archives and earned a 
Modeling fun patch.

Welcome to the Juliette 
Gordon Low Society! 

Julie Platt – right with daughter, Lauren Platt on left.

The Girl Scout Network is a 
community of likeminded 
advocates—Girl Scout alums 
and supporters from across the 
country—who are passionate about 
supporting girls. Join at www.

girlscouts.org under the Adults tab. You can also 
view Campfire Chat videos on career development, 
wellness and inspiration, cooking, travel, and finance. 

Runway models strut in vintage uniforms.


