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 As has been the case for so 
many individuals and businesses, 
the past several months have 
been difficult here at Girl Scouts of 
Northern Illinois, to say the least. 
However, in true Girl Scout fashion, 
we respond, adapt, and carry on! 

For those who have lost family or 
friends during this time, we extend 
our most sincere sympathy. We 
know for many the adversities of 
our current situation will leave 
painful reminders that may remain 
indefinitely. Our hope is those are 
few and far between and that more 
“normal” times return soon.  
 With the well-being of our 
members first and foremost in 
all we do, GSNI staff, leaders, and 
volunteers quickly adapted to the 
circumstances, implementing safety 
restrictions, and adjusting Girl Scout 
activities to accommodate the 
situation. We will continue to do so, 
with the intent to conduct as many 
in-person Girl Scout activities as 
safely possible, and virtual activities 

A Message from Our CEO!

New FREE Trust and Will Service from Girl Scouts
 If you’ve thought you need a will 
but don’t know where to start or 
are concerned you couldn’t afford 
to have one prepared, you may 
want to visit www.trustandwill.
com/girlscouts for information on 
how to create a complimentary, 
customized, last will and testament, 
a no-obligation service provided by 
GSUSA.  
 You can join the Juliette Gordon 
Low Society too, should you decide 
to include a contribution to Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois in your 
will or other estate plans. The 
Society is a special group of people 
who have made the commitment 

to share their legacy with the next 
generation of Girl Scouts. JGLS 
members are recognized with an 
exclusive membership pin, receive 
special invitations during the year, 
and are listed as a JGLS member in 
select Girl Scout publications and 
on the GSNI and GSUSA websites.
 For additional information 
on legacy giving and the Juliette 
Gordon Low Society visit our 
website at www.girlscoutsni.org/
donate, or contact our Director of 
Development Lynn Momberger at 
lmomberger@girlscoutsni.org or 
815-209-6664.
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when in-person options may not be 
safe. Many parents and volunteers 
have shared wonderful stories 
about how Girl Scout activities, no 
matter how modified, have brought 
a bright spot and sense of normalcy 
into their girl’s day or week. We 
intend to continue to provide the 
Girl Scout Leadership Experience 
to girls through the current health 
crisis and beyond!
 We so appreciate the ongoing 
commitment from you, our 
supporters! Without you, we would 
not be able to weather this storm as 
we have, and as we will in the weeks 
and months ahead. As always, it is 
generous people like you who create 
so many opportunities for today’s 
Girl Scouts, tomorrow’s leaders. 

Thank you! Stay safe and be well.

Fiona Cummings, CEO

 Volunteer Michelle Rossi, left, after 
receiving her JGLS pin from Fiona 
Cummings, GSNI CEO, also
a JGLS member.
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Girl Scouts Goes Virtual! 

 When safety concerns around 
COVID-19 prevented in person troop 
meetings, Girl Scouts went virtual! 
Without missing a beat, troop 
leaders held virtual troop meetings. 
Many dropped project supplies off 
to members prior to the meeting, 
ensuring every girl could participate. 
GSNI staff members also created 
the online GSNI at Home resource. 
This virtual programing is available 
to both Girl Scout members and 
non-members. Girl Scouts at Home 
offers badge activities for each age 
level, outdoor challenges, and the 
Great Girl Scout Sisterhood Search. 
New programming is added weekly!

 The stay-at-home order also 
spurred the creation of GSNI Virtual 
Troop on Facebook. Over 600 
households participate in the group 
either individually or through their 
troop’s use of the Virtual Troop 
videos. The troop is only open to 
GSNI members and is a great way to 
keep girls involved in Girl Scouts and 
provide troop leaders with activities 
for troop meetings. This troop will 
continue in the fall!

 Online programing continued 
into the summer with Virtual 
Outdoor Experiences. Girls could 
register for six different themed 
weeks. Thanks to a grant from 
General Mills, we were able to ship 
Girl Experience Outdoors or GEO 
Boxes to each participant! Inside 
were activities specific to the theme 
of the week. Girls also had the 
opportunity to interact virtually with 
GSNI staff.  
 Although not the camp 
experience we wanted girls to enjoy 
this summer, our first-ever Virtual 
Outdoor Experiences turned out 
to be the next best thing to being 
there! Hundreds of girls, some 
from as far away as California, 
participated and not only enjoyed 
the activities but also learned new 
things and had tons of fun!  

 With continued COVID-19 
uncertainties, along with busy 
lifestyles and varied schedules, 
virtual Girl Scout programs and 
activities will continue indefinitely. 
For some, this may be their 
preferred way to meet and conduct 
activities, while for others this may 
be a way to supplement troop 
programs. Adding more options for 
girls and volunteers through virtual 
programming turns out to be an 
unexpected positive outcome of an 
initially disappointing situation.Virtual Camper working on a camp 

project at her home.

Virtual campers tuning into an online 
activity.

GSNI Junior Troop 353 held a virtual meeting with a beach theme!
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Some In-Person Girl Scout 
Activities Resume! 
 After several months of strictly 
virtual Girl Scout activities, in-
person activities are resuming to 
some degree and not a moment 
too soon! We have heard excited 
and enthusiastic members tell of 
troops meeting outdoors, socially 
distancing, and wearing masks, but 
IN-PERSON this summer and loving 
it! Girls and leaders are thrilled 
to see each other and hold troop 
meetings once again!  

Resource Specialist Mary Kay Golec 
welcomes an in-person shopper at the 
South Elgin Resource Center.

A properly masked Girl Scout enjoying 
a daytime troop outing on the zipline at 
MaryAnn Beebe Center.

Troop 1675 with their Free Little Pantry, 
Girl Scout Bronze Award project.

 At GSNI Resource Centers, 
our Resource Specialists are also 
delighted to welcome members 

back into our stores! Members tell 
us they are equally as happy to see 
merchandise up close and take 
it home with them at the same 
time! There are some very fun new 
items currently in our stores, which 
you’ll want to check out soon! Our 
Resource Specialists would love to 
see you!
 Girl Scout families and troops 
are starting to go out to camp again 
for family camp and daytime troop 
outings and meetings. Our rangers 
at all our GSNI camps are overjoyed 
to hear children’s voices on camp 
property again!

Join Us for the 16th Annual Virtual Thin Mint Sprint!
 Due to on-going COVID-19 health concerns, this year’s Thin Mint Sprint will be a 
completely virtual event! What is great about a virtual Thin Mint Sprint is EVERYONE 
can participate, no matter where you live, AND you can do it any time that is 
convenient for you during the entire month of September!  
 Plus, the Faster than Fiona Challenge is still on! Girl Scouts can run the two miles 
and submit their time. All who run faster than Fiona will receive a special fun patch 
to commemorate their achievement! There will even be a virtual meet and greet with 
Fiona sometime in October to celebrate with her! Other events include the 8K and 2 
Mile Walk. A race bib and participation medal are included with registration! T-shirts 
and patches are available for an additional fee. For more information or to register, visit 
www.girlscoutsni.org/tms.  
 Thanks to our 2020 Thin Mint Sprint Sponsors, MembersAlliance Credit Union, Mark 
and Carol Ackerman, Network Craze, Woodward, Ron Coletta—AT&T, GSNI Board of 
Directors, Simply Computer Software, Physicians Immediate Care, B103 and WREX-TV. 
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 As you may know, COVID-19 cut 
short the Girl Scout Cookie Program. 
This left many Girl Scout troops 
with cases upon cases of unsold 
cookies they had intended to sell at 
cookie booths in March 2020. Many 
of those cookies were donated to 
frontline and essential workers, 
first responders, food pantries, 
homeless shelters, day cares, and 
other organizations. Through our 
GSNI Cares program, generous 
individuals and organizations bought 
hundreds of boxes of the cookies 
which were donated, thereby 
benefitting both the troop AND 
those who received the cookies the 
troop then donated. Thanks to all 
who purchased Girl Scout Cookies 
through this initiative!
 To relieve the financial burden 
on troops, GSNI accepted returns 
of 20,952 boxes of unsold cookies, 
most of which were also donated. 
1,620 boxes of cookies were donated 
to truckers at three locations in 

FYI
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email, please contact Lynn Momberger 

at lmomberger@girlscoutsni.org, 815-209-6664 (cell), or 844-476-4463.
Thank you for your continued support of GSNI as we strive to develop independent, 

confident girls through customizable experiences and opportunities to learn valuable life 
skills while cultivating the character to make a difference in the world!

Rochelle. These cookies included 
stickers thanking the truckers for 
keeping the US moving during 
the current health crisis, along 
with information on how to report 
any suspicious human trafficking 
activity they may observe. You can 
read more about this project on our 
blog at https://www.girlscoutsni.
org/en/our-council/news/2020/
donated_girl_scout_c.html
 Karin Podolski, GSNI Board 
Member and Director of Community 
Health Services for Northwestern 
Memorial HealthCare shared, “We 
have received so many generous 
donations of cookies, snacks, and 
handmade cards from Girl Scouts all 
across our service area.” She sent 
along these pictures of a “Thank 
You!” sign created and “planted” by 
Troop 33 in DeKalb, and Emma S. 
from Troop 2008 and Madelyn S. 
from Troop 594 in Bartlett delivering 
a tub of cookies for Northwestern 
Medicine staff.  

Girl Scout Opportunities for Adults, Too!
 The Girl Scout Network is a 
powerful community of adults—Girl 
Scout alums and supporters from 
across the country—who believe in 
preparing girls to be the leaders of 
the future. Many members of the 
Girl Scout Network have presented 
virtual events on a wide range of 
interesting topics, from Work-Life 
Integration During COVID-19 to 
Journal Writing in Quarantine. You 

can view these presentations online 
at https://www.girlscouts.org/en/
adults/the-girl-scout-network/
campfire-chats.html. Check it out, 
you might discover a new interest, 
or pick up some useful information 
on an important subject!
 Learn more about the Girl Scout 
Network and how to join at https://
www.girlscouts.org/en/adults/the-
girl-scout-network.html.

 Girl Scout advocates make 
great board members, too! If you 
have accounting experience or know 
someone who does and/or are a Girl 
Scout alum interested in developing 
female leaders of the future, we 
could use expertise on our Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois Board of 
Directors. For more information or 
to recommend someone, contact 
Molly Hall at mhall@girlscoutsni.org.

Girl Scouts Continue Community Service 




