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 It’s hard to believe 10 years 
have passed since Girls Scouts of 
Northern Illinois was formed, when 
four Girl Scout councils merged, 
effective October 1, 2009! We 
couldn’t let such a big milestone 
zip by us without a celebration. In 
fact, we’ve celebrated for many 
months, in many ways! Our first big 
celebration was Air Fair, held June 
1, in conjunction with our popular 
fundraising event, Over the Edge 4 
Girl Scouts, along with the council 
championship of our first-ever Rope 
Runner Competition, at Pheasant 
Run Resort in St. Charles.  
 Our most recent celebration was 
Finish Line Fun held in conjunction 
with our 15th Annual Thin Mint 
Sprint, held September 21, at 

Harlem High School in Machesney 
Park. 
 Each event was successful, and 
our 10th anniversary celebrations 
made all the events much more fun!  
There is still time to celebrate GSNI’s 
10th anniversary with your very 
own 10th Anniversary merchandise.  
Visit any of our Resource Centers to 
purchase special merchandise to 
commemorate this milestone! 
 While each of these events were 

fun-packed experiences, more 
importantly, they are part of the 
world of opportunity you provide 
to girls through your support of Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois! When 
a girl challenges herself to raise 
$1,000 and braves the edge of a 
tall building at Over the Edge 4 Girl 
Scouts, she develops confidence 
and courage. She knows she’s giving 
other girls the opportunity to be a 
Girl Scout in the process. When she 
sets a goal to be Faster than Fiona 
or to cross the finish line at the 
Thin Mint Sprint, she learns she can 
achieve an objective if she puts her 
mind to it.
  When she helps another girl get 
to the finish line, without regard 
for her own finishing time, she 
experiences the joy of making a 
difference in the life of someone 
else.  As she checks out our 
Preferred Partner booths at Air Fair 
or Finish Line Fun, she gets hands-
on with snap circuits, builds an 
airplane model, and learns about 
new adventures she can have in 
the future. A world of opportunity 
and the opportunity to change 
the world—through Girl Scouts—
because of you!
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Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois
Celebrates 10 Years!
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Rope Runners:
Rope Runners is part of GSNI’s 
STEM programming. These wooden 
figures role down a rope on a single 
wheel using weights to balance. 
Girls apply engineering design 
principles in constructing their 
rope runner to create the fastest 
one! Congratulations to all who 
participated and to our champions! 
Special thanks to Danfoss for 
sponsoring GSNI’s first Rope 
Runners competition this year!

Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts:
Thanks to all who went Over the Edge 
4 Girl Scouts! You demonstrated 
courage, confidence, and character 
in raising the money to earn a 
spot and going over! Thanks to 
our sponsors for making the event 
possible! Presenting Sponsor: Jewel-
Osco; Ropes Sponsors: BMO Wealth 
Management and Northwestern 
Medicine. Other sponsors: 
Esser-Hayes, Ashdon Farms, QSP, 
Houlihan’s, Elgin State Bank, Dugan 
& Lopatka and Media Sponsors: 
Shaw Media and Star 105.5.  Special 
thanks to Pheasant Run Resort for 
allowing people to rappel down their 

building for the second year in a 
row and providing additional space 
for Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts, 
our Championship Rope Runner 
races, and the 10th Anniversary Air 
Fair. Thanks to all our partners who 
provided activities at the Air Fair 
adding to the fun and excitement of 
the day!

Thank you to all 10th Anniversary supporters and sponsors for all 
our special events held throughout our council area!



 We would especially like to 
recognize the following donors who 
have contributed to Girl Scouts of 
Northern Illinois every year of our 10 
years!  Thank you!
Carolyn & Rudolph Allison
Jean Babb
Holly & Jeffrey Bartelt
Bergstrom Inc. Charitable 
Foundation
Jane Carter
Frank Chalke
Kay & Kevin Flavin
Donald & Mary Lea Freedlund
Gloyd Family Foundation
Larry Hanes

Robin & Jerry “Dink” Henning
Jason Jones
Cynthia & Tim Kocol
Rose Marie & Russell Koerner
Alice & Roger Kopanski
James & Linda Kopec
James & Christine Larson
Charles & Lois Lindstrom
Ruth & Tom Little
Colleen Magee
Marybeth & Mark Markwell
Scott & Kelly McCleary
Susan Metzler
Joan Molenaar
Betty & Terry Moore
Jaxson & Linda Oshita

Thank you for 10 Years of Donations!
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15th Annual Thin Mint Sprint:
Thanks to all who participated in the 
Thin Mint Sprint 8K, 2-Mile Run, and 
2-Mile Walk despite the threatening 
weather! Congratulations to all the 
age group and overall event winners! 
We’d especially like to thank the 
Thin Mint Sprint Committee, co-
chaired for the 15th year in a row 
by Girl Scout alums and lifetime 
members, Cathy Wilcox and Lisa 
Normoyle! We could not have a 
successful Thin Mint Sprint without 
the many volunteers who helped 
at the event. Thanks to our friends 
at the Winnebago County Health 

Elizabeth & Richard Papp
Charles Qualls
Ann-Marie Soderstrom
Rebecca & Douglas Staat
Kris Trusk
Shirley Ann Tudor
Dana & Gary Vierck
Cathy & Harold Voss
Leslie Wadsworth
Cathy & Tom Wilcox
United Way
United Way of Greater McHenry 
County
United Way of Lee County
United Way of Rock River Valley
United Way of Whiteside 
County

Department for the first-ever Thin 
Mint Sprint Wellness Challenge 
and sponsoring entry fees for 
those who reached their wellness 
goals! We are so grateful to all the 
sponsors who made the event 
possible, including Physicians 
Immediate Care/OSF Healthcare, 
SmithAmundsen, MembersAlliance 
Credit Union, Ackerman Family, 
Bradley & Georgann Gummow 
Family Foundation,  Aqua Aerobic 
Systems Inc., Greenlee, Rocktown 
Adventures, Network Craze, Fleet 
Feet Sports Rockford, Rockford Road 
Runners, WREX-TV 13, and B103.

Thank you to all 10th Anniversary supporters and sponsors for all 
our special events held throughout our council area!



www.girlscoutsni.org

 Day camp, resident camp, special theme camps, family camp, troop 
camping, Counselor-in-Training programs, Extra Adventures, outdoor 
exploration, and outdoor skills development—all made possible because 
of generous donors like you!  This year was extra exciting due to the 
opening of our dual zip line at Mary Ann Beebe Center in June 2019!

FYI
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email, please contact Lynn Momberger 

at lmomberger@girlscoutsni.org, 815-209-6664 (cell), or 844-476-4463.
Thank you for your continued support of GSNI as we strive to develop independent, 

confident girls through customizable experiences and opportunities to learn valuable life 
skills while cultivating the character to make a difference in the world!

Summer Camp!
So Many Good Times at Girl Scout


