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Dear GSNI Family

As we face this unprecedented time in our history, I am deeply inspired by our amazing girls,
volunteers, and families! We have watched in gratitude as Girl Scout volunteers have
started virtual troop meetings, engaged their Girl Scouts with fun stay-at-home activities,
and reached out to provide support for Girl Scout families and their communities. 

We are so grateful for dedicated leaders who continue to deliver the Girl Scout Leadership
Experience despite tremendous global change! Juliette Low would undoubtedly be proud
that her vision of making the world a better place persists today, as our Girl Scouts respond
with courage, confidence, and character! 

Here at GSNI, we have been working to create solutions to meet the ever-changing needs
of our girls, volunteers, and families. We will do our best to stay in communication with all
our members and keep you updated with all news and decisions as they become available! 

I hope you are all doing well—staying safe and healthy—and continuing the uphold the Girl
Scout Promise and Law.

Please read our latest updates below and reach out if you have any questions! 

Fiona Cummings, CEO
Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois

Resource Centers & Camps Temporarily Closed

At this time, we have cancelled all in-person Girl Scout activities
until April 19, 2020. This includes our Annual Meeting, troop
meetings, service unit meetings, camp weekends, recruitment
activities, Preferred Partner meetings, outreach troop meetings,
troop travel, trainings, and any other Girl Scout activity whether
managed by staff or volunteers. In the interest of the health and
safety of our Girl Scout community, we have also closed all of
our Resource Centers and camps until April 19. We are still
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taking registrations for our summer camp programs in the expectation that these will be
able to go ahead!

FREE Shipping Now Available!

In light of many councils temporarily closing their doors around
the country, GSUSA is offering free standard shipping on all
online orders—no minimum—from now until March 31, 2020.
No coupon code is needed! Be sure to select Standard 5–10
Business Day Delivery at checkout; upcharges for international
and rush delivery apply. Shop online from the comfort of your
own home anytime here .

Customer Care to the Rescue!

Thanks to our team quickly transitioning to a remote
workforce, our Customer Care Department is open and ready
to assist you! You can reach Customer Care at 1-844-476-
4463 or customercare@girlscoutsni.org during the following
hours: 
 
Monday           9 a.m.–7 p.m.
Tuesday          9 a.m.–7 p.m.
Wednesday     11 a.m.–7 p.m.
Thursday         9 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Friday              9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday         10 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sunday            Closed

We will list any changes to this schedule on our website, so be sure to check
www.girlscoutsni.org frequently for any updates!

Important Cookie Updates!

Every day brings more changes and questions about what the
future will hold. Thank you for your patience while we continue
to work with Girl Scouts of the USA and Little Brownie Bakers to
create alternative solutions. In the meantime, GSNI has created
the options for troops to review here. Our number one priority is
everyone’s safety!

 

READ MOREREAD MORE
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Annual Meeting Goes Online

Our volunteer Board of Directors has decided to move our 2020
Annual Meeting online! Our virtual Annual Meeting will last
about an hour, include important council business, and will likely
be held at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 9. We will share details
later, as we still need to test the technology and create a new
agenda. Please note it is important we reach a quorum of at
least 100 people, as required by our bylaws.

As we move the Annual Meeting online, we will be celebrating our amazing volunteers by
mailing recognition items to their homes and working with service units to hold local
appreciation events once health and safety guidelines allow larger gatherings. All
volunteers who would have been publicly recognized at this year’s Annual Meeting and
Volunteer Recognition event will have the choice to be included in next year’s council
wide appreciation event!

For more information, reach out to Customer Care at 1-844-476-4463 or
customercare@girlscoutsni.org.

GSNI at Home

We’re excited to introduce our brand-new resource—GSNI at
Home! On this frequently updated page, we’re offering all the
latest activities girls, parents, caregivers, and volunteers can
use at home to stay in touch with the Girl Scout Leadership
Experience. Activities can be completed by Girl Scout and non-
Girl Scouts! 

Remember, Girl Scout badges can be completed any time and often from just about
anywhere! Consider the option of helping girls earn a badge or two on their own or
virtually as a troop during this time. 

Visit GSNI at Home for fun activities for girls, virtual meeting ideas for volunteers, and
share your brightest ideas with us, so we can be a sister to every Girl Scout!

Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts Postponed

We have decided to postpone our 2020 Over the Edge 4 Girl
Scouts of Northern Illinois event from May 30, 2020, to June 5,
2021! Our partners at SupplyCore and Over the Edge Global fully
support our decision and will continue to partner with us. This
decision was not made lightly but with the full consideration of our
edgers, members, and the community’s public health and safety in
mind. In addition, we will not be holding our Over the Edge Family

Fest. We’re excited to make Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts an even more phenomenal urban
fundraising experience in 2021! Read more here!
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READ MOREREAD MORE

Money Earning Application Extension

Have you submitted a Money Earning Application and been
approved? Any previously approved money earning
applications for activities to be conducted in 2020 may now be
changed to another date, other than the month of October.
Please send a notification of the change in date, along with any
questions you may have, to Lynn Momberger at
lmomberger@girlscoutsni.org.

Highest Awards Guidelines

Since we have cancelled or postponed all Girl Scout activities
until April 19, including troop meetings and service unit
meetings, we are asking our Bronze, Silver, and Gold Award
Girl Scouts to do the same for any events they have planned.

Questions? Email customercare@girlscoutsni.org with “Highest Awards” in the subject
line.

Come to Summer Camp

At this time, we anticipate holding all our currently scheduled
summer camps! This year, we’re offering a selection of day
camps, resident (overnight) camps, mini-camps, family camps,
and more to fit your camper’s age, interests, and schedule.
Check out our full lineup of girl-centered, girl-powered summer
camps —from horses to magic to ninja warriors—we’ve got it all!

We’re offering camperships to help girls attend GSNI summer
camp! Camperships are available for resident and day camps

listed in GSNI’s 2020 Little Book. Please submit applications as soon as possible, as
funds are currently being awarded. Decisions are made based on financial situations and
available council funds. If awarded, one amount will be granted per camper per 2020
camp season. Applications are confidential! Please read important details and
qualifications here.

Thanks to the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley, potential Counselors-in-
Training can receive camperships for CIT camp sessions! Camperships are available for
Seniors and Ambassadors who live in DeKalb County, Aurora, Kane County, and Kendall
County. After applying and acceptance into the program, potential CITs seeking
camperships must register for their session and pay the deposit before applying for
camperships. Interested? Start by applying for our CIT program here. Then, apply for a
campership here . Camperships will be distributed based on family size, income, and a
first-come, first-served basis.
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Rope Runners Moving to Fall Festival!

Our 2020 Rope Runners Finals have been rescheduled to take
place at the Fall Festival at Camp McCormick on Saturday,
October 3, 2020! We will be working with participating GSNI
service units to reschedule Rope Runners events. We will notify
everyone of new deadlines and dates, so there is time to plan
service unit races when social distancing recommendations are
lifted. Currently, we’re planning to hold Rope Runner Regionals
in August. 

The Fall Festival has been chosen as the replacement date, as we are anticipating the
ability to hold this event at this time. However, we will still follow all local, state, and
federal recommendations for large gatherings, so this date is subject to change.

Virtual Troop Meetings Take Off!

Troop 1398 replaced their regularly scheduled meeting this
week with an e-meeting using the Zoom app! The girls learned
how to use the app, including general etiquette rules like raising
a virtual hand and how to use the mute function. The troop was
introduced to a knot badge they can work on which will include
paracord bracelets delivered to mailboxes. Also, they voted
using Fist for Five on the 2020–21 outings and activities. 

The girls conducted the meeting as usual with the pledge of
allegiance, Girl Scout Law, singing Make New Friends, and (of
course!) a virtual friendship squeeze! Troop 1398 Leader Erin
says, “Their favorite part was hanging out at the end just chit
chatting the most. The meeting was so successful, we’ll do

another next week to keep the bond going!”

Call to Action!

We are proud to stand with you as Girl Scouts during this time! Please share your ideas
how you are keeping up to date with your troop and service unit. Tell us how you and
your girls are doing and how we can help! Reach out to us with ideas at GSNI at Home. 

Be a sister to every Girl Scout and share the news you see on our social media, blog,
and website with everyone you know!
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Have a question? Don't be shy! 
Contact us for more information. 

This email was sent to: lynda.fillipp@gmail.com
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