
Development and Communications gave 

attendees a sneak preview of the new 

brand slated to be released in July, 

including the new Girl Scout logo, tagline, 

and an exhilarating video! 

 

Members present aged 14 and above 

voted to elect the following officials to Girl 

Scouts of Northern Illinois. Board of 

Directors: Lisa Normoyle (Chair), Jeffrey 

Schmidt (1st Vice-Chair), Scott McCleary 

(2nd Vice-Chair), Dan Hawkins 

(Secretary). Mark Ackerman, Steve 

Balogh, Donna Bausman, Rosario 

DeLeon, Sheryl Head, John Kaney, John 

Kovanda, June Kubasiak, Sheri Lacy, Tim 

Lund, Pamela K. Owens, Mike Peddle, 

Kate Ramsay, Jim Say, Rhonda Sunden, 

Cathy Veal, Louanne Vedra-Glisan, and 

Cathy Wilcox were elected as Directors-at

-Large. Board Development Committee: 

Sheryl Head (Chair), Betty Hillier, Vicky 

Kohlbacher, John Kovanda, Bruce Larson, 

Archie Needam, Kate  Ramsay, LaVeta 

Small, Lois Wollney. 

  

Attendees were then given the opportunity 

to provide input into GSNIôs future by 

breaking into groups to discuss several 

important topics, including GSNIôs  

 

2011-2013 strategic priorities. 

Consider being a part of this event 

next year and helping GSNI in its 

efforts to build girls of courage, 

confidence, and character who make 

the world a better place! 
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Northern Illinois  

First Annual Meeting held in DeKalb 
GSNI:Way to Grow! 

Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois (GSNI) hosted 

its first annual meeting on Saturday, April 24, 

at University Plaza in DeKalb. The past six 

months have definitely been a growing 

process, but like with any young seedling, 

good care, sunshine and plenty of love goes 

a long way in creating a strong, healthy plant! 

 

After a flag ceremony led by girls from the 

Doubletree and Wynonwy Service Units, Lisa 

Normoyle, Board Chair, welcomed girl and 

adult members to the historic occasion. 

Status reports on the state of the council were 

given by Lisa Normoyle, Board chair; Vicki 

Wright, Chief Executive Officer; and Nancy 

Malek, Board Treasurer. 

 

The keynote speaker for the event was 

Connie Lindsey, Girl Scouts of the USA 

(GSUSA) National Board Chair. Ms. Lindsey 

gave a stirring address on the successful 

combining of GSNIôs four legacy councils and 

offered her congratulations on this great 

accomplishment with the presentation of a 

GSUSA New Council Plaque. She also 

encouraged every volunteer to continue to 

inspire girls, and every girl to keep reaching 

for the stars. GSNI is extremely grateful to 

Ms. Lindsey for attending and being such an 

integral part of GSNIôs first annual meeting! 

Lisa Breitsprecker, Vice President of 



Courage, Confidence and Character 
Troop: #5304 GS Daisy and #5093 GS Brownie, Center School, Freeport 

Leaders: (Da) Marci White / AmyJo Beightol and (Br) Gzime Yoder / Lesli Brown 

Description: On November 3, 2009, Sergeant Amy Kampmier met with our troops to 

discuss her role and responsibilities in the US Army and her current role in the  

National Guard.  Sergeant Kampmier discussed feeling scared, being brave, and 

physically fit. She stressed that girls can do anything, even jump out of planes for the 

Army like she does. After Sergeant Kampmeier's discussion the girls made thank you 

cards in honor of Veteran's Day for our local 333rd National Guard that recently  

returned home from Iraq. This activity helped the girls discover ways to face what they 

are scared of, to try new challenges, and to dream of all the different things women 

can do with their lives. It also helped the girls to appreciate the bravery and sacrifice of 

our armed forces, and the meaning behind Veteran's Day. 

Troop #395 (Sycamore) trip to NJ & NY  

Hard work pays off! After fundraising for about a year, we took off for a week long 

trip with included a little hoteling, tent camping and cabin camping. We visited 

Ocean City, NJ and walked along the fun boardwalk andenjoyed the beautiful 

beach and swimming in the ocean. Then we headed upstate NY, Letchworth St. 

Park, ñthe grand canyon of the Eastò in Perry, NY, where we did some camping 

and hiking. Next stop was Niagra Falls where we got soaked on the cave of the 

wind tour and braved the ñhurricane deckò. Last stop was Cedar Point Amuse-

ment Park in Ohio. The park is noted for top roller coasters in the world. Finished 

the trip with lots of hugs and plans for the next big trip! 

Troop: #5304 GS Daisy and #5093 GS Brownie, Center School, Freeport 

Leaders: Marci White/AmyJo Beightol/Stephanie Helms and Gzime Xheka-

Yoder/Lesli Brown 

Description: On November 17, 2009 local dentist, Dr. Catherine Baer, came  

to our meeting and discussed the importance of taking care of ourselves  

through dental and overall hygiene. The girls brought with them donations of 

personal-care items for our local FACC (Freeport Area Church Cooperative).  

The FACC assists community residents that are in need of food, clothing,  

rental assistance, clothes, and personal care items. This helped the Daisies  

earn the petal Respecting Ourselves and Others, and the Brownies triad for 

Healthy Habits. This activity helped the girls discover how they can make a  

difference in our community, and the importance of taking care and  

respecting themselves.   

Jillian A. is photographed 

here receiving her GS 

Bronze award in Lanark. 
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The Gift of Caring "Cookies for Soldiers" program was introduced to Girl Scout 

troops in 2004. The program allows members of the public to purchase cookies 

that are then sent overseas to military personnel. The Girl Scout Gift of Caring 

Community Service Project is an opportunity to help others, putting the Girl Scout 

Promise into action, a project where all Girl Scouts can participate, a way for  

customers to support Girl Scouting, a chance for customers to give to the  

community and an educational and charitable service to the community. 

  

Barb Snow, Gift of Caring Cookie Program Chair, makes sure each cookie box is 

decorated with a coloring page and addressed with a Girl Scoutôs first name and 

troop number before being packed for delivery. She also keeps record of the  

hundreds of e-mailed thank you notes she receives from soldiers. Many e-mails 

come from former Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts and express a full range of  

gratefulness, often referring to the Girl Scouts themselves as ñheroes.ò   

 

Many soldiers reply with photos of wherever they are stationed. Snow says it is 

rewarding to read the e-mails of how soldiers truly appreciate this little token of a 

coloring page attached to a box of Girl Scout Cookies received from strangers they 

will never meet. 

  

For the many girls who work to make the Gift of Caring possible, Snow says, 

ñI would like to tell the girls that they are the Girl Scouts that Juliette Low 

dreamed of and hoped to have in the future. I know Juliette Low would be as 

elated as I am of every Girl Scout.ò  3 

Troop: #564 GS Brownie, Bartlett  

Leader: Rina Raval 

Description: Our troop learned about 

an organization called SCARCE that 

collected  broken crayons and melts 

them into ñsuperò crayons for children 

with special needs. Our 12 girls quickly 

realized they all could contribute and 

held a crayon drive which collected 

thousands of crayons. The girls peeled 

and sorted the crayons and turned 

them into SCARCE. They learned that 

not all children can use crayons from 

the store, and had fun helping others.  

Troop: #4806 GS Daisy, Oswego 

Leader: Katrina Hallam 

Description: Our troop collected food for the holiday to donate 

to the Kendall County Food Pantry. Together the girls gathered 

two large boxes filled with food. The girls discovered that there 

are some people that need help buying groceries. They col-

lected items from family and friends and donated them to the 

Kendall County Food Pantry. 

 

They also held a toy drive for the Yorkville Knights of Columbus, 

who distributed toys to needy children in Kendall County over 

the holiday season, and a coat drive for donations to Coats for 

Kendall. The girls learned that the cold weather could leave 

people without the warmth of a coat, and wanted to step up to 

help supply them. 

Troop: #564 GS Brownie, Bartlett  

Leader: Rina Raval 

Description: Our girls heard about the earthquake in 

Haiti. They all had questions and were worried. We 

learned how we could help through an organization 

called ñShare Your Solesò that collects gently used shoes 

to send to Haiti. We put signs up around the school and 

collected shoes. The girls discovered how many people 

were willing to help out those in need. Them made the 

connection that everyone needs shoes and took action 

on helping find shoes for those in need. 

Troop: #3084, GS Junior, Rockford  

Leader: Renee Rodriguez 

Description: Our group learned of a 

need for Valentine cards for people in 

the hospital. We jumped on this service 

project and donated homemade and 

store bought Valentines. Girls were 

happy to send a smile to hospital  

patients. 

Gift of 
Caring  

Making the World a Better Place 



Help her try 
Family Partnership ðIt takes approximately $275 to provide one year 

of program activities for each of the over 22,000 Girl Scouts in Girl 

Scout of Northern Illinois (GSNI). The proceeds from the Girl Scout 

cookie sale and fall product sale programs fall far short of that amount. 

In addition, we are trying to take the burden of funding Girl Scout  

program off of the shoulders of girls and turn to our Girl Scout families 

to help to make the Girl Scouting experience complete! 

  

Annual Fund ðGirl Scouts make a tremendous difference in the  

communities in which they live. They truly strive to make our world a 

better place. Without the help of our friends, GSNI could not provide 

the Girl Scout program to the over 22,000 girl members. Each fall, an 

appeal is made to the Board of Directors, lifetime members, Friends of 

GSNI and council staff. 

 

Matching Gift ðMany companies match employeesô gifts to charitable 

organizations. Additionally, some employers will also donate dollars to 

the organization for volunteer hours served by their employees. 

 

Gift -in -KindðBusiness owners may give a gift-in-kind by offering a service for free or for a 

discounted price. For example, a printer may choose to print one issue of a publication free 

of charge. 

 

Event Sponsor ðGirl Scouting develops leaders for today and tomorrow! We need your 

support to give girls the opportunities to Discover, Connect, and Take Action to gain the 

important leadership skills they need to become the business leaders of the future! GSNI 

holds many special events each year to raise the funds to provide impactful services to over 

22,000 girls in our council. We invite our local business community to partner with GSNI and 

sponsor these events which include many useful benefits for your business, along with the 

satisfaction of helping girls achieve their goals. Your sponsorship partnership with GSNI is a 

wise business investment! 

 

Ever-Green Alumnae group ðWere you a Girl Scout as a girl, a volunteer, or a council  

staff member? We are looking for you! Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois invite you to join the 

Ever-Green Alumnae group and reconnect with Girl Scouts. As an Ever-Green Alumnae 

member, you can help GSNI by sharing your Girl Scout experiences and memories,  

mentoring a girl, serving on council committees or task forces, sharing your talent and  

expertise with our girls and volunteers, and make a 

donation, all while making new friends! In 2012, Girl 

Scouts will celebrate their 100th Anniversary and we 

hope to involve Girl Scout alumnae in all the  

festivities. Be a part of the celebration and join  

Ever-Green Alumnae group today! 

Did you know . . .  

43% of bequests and 35% of 

charitable remainder trusts are 

created by individuals 55 and 

younger.  

 

15% of all planned gifts are made 

by those 45 and younger. 

 

Donors find they can be more 

generous with non-cash gifts 

because of additional tax benefits. 

Gift Planning Corner 
Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois 

inherited two similar planned giving  

societies which make sure Girl Scouting 

will endure over the next 100 years. 

Both ensure the values of the Girl Scout 

Promise and Law will continue to shape 

the lives of girls in northern Illinois  

for years to come. 

  

Juliette Low Society (JLS)  

and Trefoil Bequest Society  
 

There are several ways you can  

become a member of these societies: 

Include Girl Scouts of Northern  

Illinois in your will 

Name Girl Scouts of Northern  

Illinois as owner or beneficiary  

of a life insurance policy 

Include Girl Scouts of Northern  

Illinois in a  charitable trust, gift  

annuity, or pooled income fund 

Make a monetary gift of $5,000 in 

cash, securities, personal property, 

land or other real estate. (JLS) 

 

If you are interested in joining,  

please talk with your financial planner 

about the best ways for you  

to make a gift that costs nothing  

during your lifetime.  

 

For further information, contact Lisa at  

800-242-5591, Ext. 7198 or 

lbreitsprecker@girlscoutsni.org .   
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You donôt have to be WEALTHY  

to make a significant gift to GSNI. 



Sweet Deals 

Hollywood Harvest 
This 15th annual dinner and auction event raised 

over $18,000 on November 21, 2009, to support the 

work of Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois. We would 

like to thank all of our Friends of GSNI, our event 

sponsorsðCastle Orthopedics & Sports Medicine, 

S.C., Dart Container Corporation, Lindren Callihan Van Osdol & Co. Ltd., W.E. Mundy 

Landscaping, Inc., and Sikich Group, LLC and our many Holiday Harvest Boosters for the 

significant contributions to the success of the event. 

 

The theme of this yearôs event was Hollywood Harvest, and the ñguest starsò of Girl Scouts 

of Northern Illinois walked the red carpet to enter the festivities at the Plumbers and  

Pipefitters Union Banquets in Aurora. The over 150 guests entering the event were 

whisked through the movie-poster-lined hallway into a beautiful dining room, whose  

decorations evoked the prestigious Hollywood film and television award in the theme. 

Themed baskets and live auction items featured sports tickets, golf packages, jewelry and 

artwork. Vicki Wright, CEO of GSNI presented special GSNI Hollywood Harvest awards to 

the event committee co-chairs, Jo Bolger and Kelly McCleary and acknowledged the event 

committee for all their efforts. 
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Two-thirds of the women who are 

todayôs leaders in government,  

business, education, medicine,  

science, and their communities were 

once Girl Scouts. Two-thirds is not 

enough. 

 

An investment in Girl Scouts is 

broader than a cause or a cure. Itôs 

a commitment to a generation. Our 

donors and volunteers are changing 

the world by supporting the young 

women who will change it. 

 

If you can provide financial support, 

we can show you how your gift can 

have a profound generational effect 

on a local or national scale. 

 

Todayôs Girl Scouts are the children 

of a new century. With your help, it 

will be their century. 

 

Imagine what an entire generation of 

girls will do, given the confidence, 

the skills, and the experience they 

need to lead . . . 

Coming SoonðThin Mint Sprint 
Mark your calendars for the 2010 Thin Mint Sprint which will take place on September 11, 

2010, at Camp McCormick in Stillman Valley, Illinois. The 6th annual Thin Mint Sprint is 

open to athletes of all ages and skill levels with four events 

to choose from: 

 

1--Thin Mint Sprint 8K (5 mi.)  

2--Tough Cookie Trail Run ( approx. 4 mi.) 

3--Family Fun Walk/Run (2 mi.) 

4--Do the Double (Combo of 1 & 2) Approx. 9 mi. 

 

Please register for any event online at www.active.com.  

If anyone is interested in being a volunteer at the event, please contact Bernice Corey  
at 815-963-9851. 

 

Weôre very please to announce our title sponsor for this event is 
Joseph Behr & Sons or Joseph Behr and Sons!   

Thanks to all the volunteers, troops, service units, 

committee members, chefs, and attendees who  

helped to make the 3rd annual Evening of Sweet 

Deals a wonderful event. Special thanks to event 

sponsors CGH Medical Center, Bushmanôs Service, 

Cornerstone Credit Union and KSB Hospital and the many table sponsors for their  

continued support of Girl Scouting. Held on March 20, 2010, at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa 

in Galena, the event raised $13,000 while attendees enjoyed fabulous food and auctions 

filled with eye-catching items. The highlight of the eveningð23 delectable desserts  

created out of Girl Scout cookies by local chefs! 

REMEMBER,  

GIRL SCOUTS  

DOESNõT JUST 

HELP THE GIRL.  

WE HELP THE GIRL 

CHANGE THE 

WORLD.  

http://www.active.com
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GSNI Camp Facilities 

For more information on activities for troops/lodge and camping capacity, visit our web-
site at www.girlscoutsni.org  for reservation procedures. While youôre on the  
website, check out the Summer Program & Camp Brochure for more summer fun! 

Camp Far Horizons  is located near the Mississippi 

River in Hanover, Illinois, about 30 minutes  

southeast of Galena. The camp has over 235 acres 

of woods with an abundance of nature trails for  

hiking and exploring. Camp facilities offer troops a 

central dining hall, outdoor pool with showers, craft 

and nature tents, archery range, rappelling tower, 

volleyball field, health center and trading post. Girls 

and leaders sleep in the troop house or platforms 

tents, which are equipped with a wash stand,  

running water, latrines and a fire ring. Most units 

have their own shelter house. Girls can have fun 

canoeing off-site on the Apple River. 

 

Camp Dean has 160 acres of wetlands, woodlands, and  

prairies for campers to explore. Located in Big Rock, 

about an hour west of Chicago, the camp offers a unique 

setting for troops that is far enough for adventure and 

independence but still feels close to home. The facilities 

include four program centers, grassy sports field, pool, 

private lake, trails, creek, dining hall, health center, camp 

office, and more. Girls and their leaders sleep in platform 

tents, troop house or cabins and can participate in  

activities that include arts, aquatics, sports, canoeing, 

kayaking, archery, games, music, creek-stomping, nature 

exploration, dance, cooking, learning outdoor skills, team 

challenges, playing international games and singing 

songs.  

 

With over 400 acres of wood and meadows, Camp Medill McCormick  is a beautiful 

property located a few miles south of Rockford, Illinois, about 1 1/2 hours northwest of 

Chicago. Camp facilities include a central dining hall, both indoor and outdoor pools, 

showers, craft building, the health center, and hiking trails. Troops sleep in tepees, 

covered wagons, Adirondacks, or platform tentsðunits have latrines and washstands. 

The Friendship Center is also available for overnights, with complete kitchen facilities. 

Troops can participate in traditional camp activities, including swimming, archery,  

geo-caching, crate-stacking, nature studies, arts and crafts, skits, singing, team 

games, and hiking,  
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Camp Pokonokah Hills , AKA Pokie, sits on 475 acres of deep 

woods, rolling hills and secluded lakesðlocated 45-minutes north of Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin. Campers can participate in swimming, boating, and  

fishing on the properties lakes, sports field and archery. Facilities include a 

dining hall, central shower house with flush toilets, latrines and wash 

stands in each tent unit, a health and wellness center, program center, 

sports field and archery range. Girls sleep in screened-in, platform tents 

with cots and mattresses. This facility is used primarily for resident and 

organized troop camping. 

The Mary Ann Beebe Center is located on 295 acres 

between Woodstock and Harvard. Troops have access 

to both indoor and outdoor overnight facilities,  

including a two-floor indoor activity center, covered 

wagons, yurts (octagonal-shaped wooden buildingsð

pictured above), Adirondacks (three-sided wooden 

shelters with canvas fronts), and a two-level barn, 

screened pavilion. Several day-use shelters, and a 

pond with a suspension bridge with decks on both 

sides and a two-story observation tower give troops 

plenty of space for exploring and for traditional camp 

activities. 

 

Chapman Hills is a troop camping facility located  

on 105 acres in southeast Wisconsin outside the 

town of East Troy. At this camp troops can sleep in 

either indoor or outdoor units with a lodge and  

platform tenting (wooden floors/roofs with  

canvas sides). There is also a primitive unit  

containing only a pit latrine and hand water pump for 

avid outdoor enthusiasts! Troops will have fun with 

all the traditional elements of Girl Scout camp! 

 

GSNI Camp Facilities 

These camp facilities are available 
for troops and groups to enjoy!  


