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PRODUCT SALES: It's finally here—time for our famous Girl Scout
Cookies! Now that the hustle and bustle of December hascometoa
close we can shift our focus to the Cookie Sale Program which begins this
month on January 9. The Girl Scout Cookie Program is so much more
than a fundraiser. It's a fun way for girls of all ages to earn the money their
troop needs to fund many of the fun activities they plan to do. Anditis a
powerful, hands-on leadership and entrepreneurial program.

The Girl Scout Cookie Sale Program can lead to bigger things in business,
in society and in life for each girl as she learns the 5 skills (Goal Setting,
Decision Making, Money Management, People Skills, and Business Ethics).

Starting Today you can help the girls learn more about money
management. The Cookie Sale Program is a great way to introduce them
to the set up and structure of a checking account. Teach them how a
checking account works, the correct way to fill out a check and how to
balance the account. Of course keeping the instruction fun and age appropriate are important in facilitating
understanding and retention. Make a game out of making change or determining the cost of various numbers of
cookie packages a customer might want. There are so many ways you can be creative and help the girls learn
counting, division, multiplication and budgeting.

Resources are available at www.littlebrownie.com. There are some wonderful ideas and inspirations for you just a
clickaway. The Cookie Activity Kits available on the website are great tools created just
for you!

Don't forget to “Rock Your Ride” the week of January 10-16. Using window paints, just decorate the family car to
promote the Girl Scout Cookie Program and tell everyone that it’s Girl Scout Cookie time! Be creative and be sure
to include the Girl Scout Cookie website: www.girlscoutCookies.org. Then send your photo electronically to
ckocol@girlscoutsni.org by January 31, 2011, and include your name, troop number and town. We will select five
finalists whose pics will be posted to our Facebook page where we'll invite GSNI fans to “like” their favorites. The
finalist who receives the most “likes” will be our lucky winner and will receive a free summer resident camp session
in2011!

Please note that this is an individual contest. Each girl must submit their own photo—if there is more than one Girl
Scout in your family, decorate Grandma and Grandpa’s car too! Be sure that the driver can see out of the vehicle
windows and follow local town ordinances with regard to vehicle “decorating.”

Once again, don’t forget to plan your cookie booth and enter the Design A Cookie Booth: Bling your Booth contest!
Having a cookie booth is another great opportunity for the girls to get hands on experience handling
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MONEY MANAGEMENT: Your Girl Scout takes cookie orders, handles customers’ money and gains valuable and practical life
skills around financial literacy.
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money and learning money management skills in a fun, real-time setting. Remember, the more cookie booths your
troop signs up for the more experience your girls will get managing money and having fun! The first-place winning
troop/group will also receive $50 GS shop certificate a free overnight stay at one of GSNI's camps. What a great way
for your girls to experience one of GSNI's camps for the first time or to go back and visit their favorite! Find more in-
formation on this contest and entry forms on GSNI's website.

The initial signup in eBudde for council cookie booth sites will be available from January 10 (6 A.M.) through January
15 (11:59 P.M.). Remember that only 3 date and time choices, each with a different business, will be allowed this first
week in order to give everyone a fair chance at getting a site that they want. During the second signup from January
16 (12 Noon) through March 20 (11:59 p.M.) your choices will be unlimited!

Don’t forget that you are not limited to just council sites for your cookie booths. As a troop leader you may contact
any small business on your own and set up a cookie booth any time during our cookie booth dates, February 25—
March 20. Just be sure that you add them into the eBudde Online System immediately so everyone will know when
and where your cookie boothis!

Another important reason to input your site is that all cookie booths will be automatically transferred into the
Cookie Locator in eBudde. When a customer is searching for a place to buy cookies and puts in the zip code of the
area they areinterested in, all sites in that zip code will pop up for them. This is a great tool to increase your
customer potential. That also means you should remove your site if you are unable to make your scheduled date
and time. We would not want to advertise that a troop will be at a particular location if they will not be there when
the customer arrives! Stay tuned info about a new program GSNI is piloting through Little Brownie Baker—we will
soon have a mobile app for customers to locate cookie booths.

PROGRAM : FIRST Lego League Teams Through a grant from GSUSA funded motorola
by the Motorola Foundation, GSNI was able to form four teams. This year’'s FIRST )
Lego League (FLL) project theme was Body Forward. Teams were required to foundation
choose a problem associated with a body part, function or system. Then they

needed to research and suggest a solution—a new idea or an improvement on something already being done.

At the tournament, the teams presented the problem and their solution.

The Mississippi Pearls, a FLLTeam, competed on a snowy December 6, at Eisenhower Middle School in Rockford.
Ashley, Brittany, Jessica, Haley, Meghan, Molly, Paige, Ryan and Vitoria were led by coaches Dean Skinner and Sue
Miller. They met for a few hours each week preparing for the tournament. The Mississippi Pearls learned about
prosthetics by meeting two people who shared their experiences with them. This led them to their projectidea—a
prosthetic arm/hand that would be integrated with the body’s own nervous system. As a rookie team, they
performed well on the table—even when their robot didn’t perform as programmed, the girls remained calmed and
went on to the next mission.

Ashley, Emily, Holly, Isabel, Jacqueline, Katherine and Lindsay were led by coaches Michelle O’Connor and Cindy
Drake forming TEAM BODPADO—an acronym of the first letters of their last names. TEAM BODPADO (FLL)
competed at McHenry Community College on December 19. This rookie team scored the highest on the table for
the day —a score of 210 —earning them the Table Award! They also earned the Rookie Team Award and they were
chosen to move on to the state competition on January 14 -15 at Forest View Field House in Arlington Heights. Their
innovation solution was called the “Riter Glider”—more on that after the state competition!

Our two FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) teams’ challenge was called Get Over It! Each team designed, built and
programmed their robot to compete in a game, with another team'’s robot, to pick up and place 6-inch long PVC
batons into the scoring goals (rolling and stationary) located on the playing field. The FTC tournament was
December10 -11atlIT in Chicago. The MAD Hatters consisted of Abbey, Claire, Connor, Haley, Irina, Kendal, Maggie
and Therese - this rookie team placed 21stin a field of 29 teams. Emily, Faith, Kit, Monica, Savanna, Tasha and Vidya
made up the rookie Silver Bullets team and placed 14th. Both teams are made up of students from the lllinois Math
and Science Academy in Aurora. They learned a lot about the design process, progralmming and time management.

Girl Scout Silver Award The Girl Scout Silver Award is earned by Girl Scout Cadettes in grades 6-8. Before a girl can
begin on her Girl Scout Silver Award project, she must complete a Girl Scout Cadette Journey. She can choose from
the following: aMAZE!, Breathe!, or MEdia. Once she completes a journey, a girl can work individually or in small
groups (4 girls maximum) on her Take Action Project. A Take Action project should be chosen after a girl does a
community investigation. The project will have to address an issue that impacts the community. A girl needs to
investigate/research the root cause(s) of the issue and then create a project that is sustainable and creates lasting
change. For more information, please visit The Girl Scout Silver Award page on GSNI's website.



Training for Council-approved Day/Twilight Camp Committees, Directors, and Bookkeepers If you
participated in GSNI's day/twilight camp training last year, you do NOT have to attend; however, you're welcome to if
you would like. For more information on council-approved day/twilight camp, contact Pam Schnecke at
pschnecke@girlscoutsni.org or Ext. 7140. To attend one of the following trainings, you must register online at
www.girlscoutsni.org.

Wed., January 5, 2011, 6-8 p.M. at the Rockford Service Center

Mon., January 17, 2011, 6-8 p.M. at the Home State Bank, 611 S. Main Street, Crystal Lake, IL

Wed., January 19, 2011, 6-8 .M. at the Sugar Grove Service Center

The Volunteer Troop Trek Committee Needs YOUR Help! Do you like the great outdoors? Does cooking over a
campfire equate to a fine dining experience? Do you enjoy working with girls? Is your idea of a 5-star hotel a sleeping
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