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Getting Registered
Q. How do | get registered for GSNI’s council-sponsored trips?
A. Follow these simple steps:

1. Fillout the application form available at www.girlscoutsni.org in the Program Events section. Girls
must also have two non-related references accompanying their applications. Adults must have one
non-related adult reference and one non-related teen reference.

2. Applications and references should be e-mailed/mailed to Brooke Radford at the GSNI Elgin
Service Center, 12N124 Coombs Road, Elgin, IL, 60124 or bradford@girlscoutsni.org. Applications can
also be faxed to 847-741-5567, ATTN: Brooke Radford.

3. Allapplications require a $50 non-refundable deposit (which will go toward the cost of the trip).

4. You will be informed of your acceptance for the trip by e-mail during the week of May 30, 2011. This
e-mail will include an EF Tours enrollment number for each girl to use to enroll online for their
selected trip.

5. Girls will then enroll at www.eftours.com. Enrollment with EF Tours requires a $95 non-refundable,
one-time enrollment fee upon registration. This is already included in the cost of your trip.

6. Onceregistration is complete, you can chose your payment plan (monthly payments or a manual
payment option).

Money Matters
GSNI suggests using the 1/3, 1/3, 1/3 payment plan—meaning each girl covers 1/3 of the cost, the parents/
family contribute 1/3, and the troop/group earns 1/3.

Q. Will the girls have the opportunity to earn money for their trip?

A. Yes! Girls will have the opportunity to plan money-earning projects as a group with the help of their trip
leader throughout the trip-planning process. The number of projects will be up to the girls and how
much time they want to commit.

Q. Will GSNI have opportunities available for money-earning projects?

A. Yes. There may be money-earning opportunities available for girls attending GSNI council-sponsored
trips. Groups will be informed of these opportunities as they arise. There is no guarantee of when and
where these opportunities will happen.

Q. What if the girls don’t all live close to each other?
A. Girls can work in smaller geographic groups to do money-earning projects as well, but all girls should
have the opportunity to participate.

Q. If my entire troop is going, can we do money-earning projects as a troop?
A. Yes, but they should do their best to try and include other girls attending the trip as well. Allmoney-
earning projects need the approval of the council staff member assigned to the trip.

Q. Can | use Cookie Dough/IRG Credits towards the cost of my trip?

A. Yes! Cookie Dough/IRG Credits can be applied toward a council-sponsored trip. Your coupon must be
turned in at council and designated for the specific trip before the expiration date. It is also non-
refundable.
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Is there financial assistance available?

Girls may request financial assistance for one qualifying travel opportunity per membership year
(October 1through September 30). The application is available at www.girlscoutsni.org in the
“Forms” section. The deadline for submitting this financial assistance request is January 30 of the
year the trip will occur.

When are these trips taking place?
While EF Tours does not finalize the departure date of your trip until 90 days beforehand, we have
requested the following departure dates:

e Savannah, Georgia: June 22-25, 2012

e From London-Lucerne: June 21-July1,2013

What is included in the cost of the trip?

Both the Savannah and Europe trips are, for the most part, all inclusive. Your tour fee includes an
all-inclusive insurance plan, round-trip airfare, motor coach transportation throughout the trip,
breakfast and dinner each day (lunch on Days 2 and 3 of the Savannah trip, as well), hotel
accommodations, trip tours and excursions, and a full-time EF Tours director.

What is NOT included in the cost of the trip?

. Lunches (if attending the Europe trip), snacks, souvenirs, all spending money, passport/visa fees,

optional excursions, baggage-handling fees imposed by the airline, gratuities, transportation to
free-time activities, surcharges for changes in currency exchange rates, and tipping. (See Page 4).

Where will the trip depart from?
The cost of the trip was figured based on departure from Chicago-O’Hare International Airport.

Why is there a chance that the departure fees will change?
Departure fees are decided by the airlines and vary based on things like gas prices. Departure fees
are not finalized until 30 days before the trip.

Do | need a passport?

If you are attending the ‘From London to Lucerne: A Girl Scout Journey,’ YES, you do need a valid
passport. Passports must be good for at least six months after your return date. Each individual is
responsible for obtaining their own passport.

If my daughter is of legal age to drink in a foreign country, will she be allowed to do so?

While drinking ages vary by country, NO drinking is allowed. Smoking will also NOT be permitted. All
girls must follow the GSUSA guidelines and the rules of their home country. The same type of rule
applies to things like piercings and tattoos—if you didn’t leave with it, you don’t come home with it.

What is the policy regarding adults drinking and/or smoking on council-sponsored trips?
Use of alcohol while on this trip is not permitted by adult chaperones. Smoking by adult chaperones
should take place only in designated areas and never in front of girls.

Do all girls need to have the “Permission to Travel for Minors” form signed by both parents?
Yes, all girls traveling both nationally and internationally must have two (2) notarized original copies
of the “Permission to Travel for Minors” form signed by BOTH parents or legal guardian. Girls will not
be allowed to board flights without this form.
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What are the payment plan options?

Auto-Payment Plan: Both trips have a monthly auto- payment plan option. Travelers enroll with a
$95 non-refundable, one-time enrollment fee. EF Tours then divides out the trip

balance into equal monthly installments.

Manual Payment Plan for Savannah 2012: Travelers enroll with a $95 non-refundable, one-time
enrollment fee. For this Manual Payment Plan, $250 is due 14 months prior to departure. Then, an
additional $200 is due by nine months prior to departure. The remaining balance is due 110 days
prior to departure (less the departure fees, which are due at 30 days prior to

departure). Travelers will be invoiced individually.

Manual Payment Plan for Europe 2013: Travelers enroll with a $95 non-refundable, one-time en-
rollment fee. For this Manual Payment Plan, $125 is due 60 days after receipt of the first invoice. An
additional $125 is due 14 months prior to departure and $200 is due 9 months prior to departure.
The remaining balance is due 110 days prior to departure (less the

departure fees, which are due at 30 days prior to departure).

All payments are made to each traveler’s EF Tours website account. Any money-earning pro-
ject proceeds will be applied directly to each girl’'s account by a GSNI staff member.

What is the refund policy?
A. 150 days or more prior to departure:
Full refund less the $95 enroliment fee and a $250 cancellation fee.
149 to 110 days prior to departure
Full refund less the $95 enrollment fee and a $450 cancellation fee.
109 to 30 days prior to departure:
Full refund less the $95 enroliment fee and 50% of the program fee.
29 days or less prior to departure:
No refund will be issued.

Q. What are the sleeping arrangements while traveling?

A.
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Savannah: EF Tours uses standard hotel rooms with two double-beds to sleep four adults or girls.
Rooming is assigned prior to the tour.

Europe : Students will room in triple or quadruple rooms. Students will figure out their

rooming arrangements on-tour when they arrive at the hotel. Adults are roomed two to aroom, and
they can specify if they would like to have two twin beds (twin) or share one double bed (double).
This will be determined prior to the tour. If a participant would like to upgrade their room from a stu-
dentroom to a twin or from a twin room to a single, they must do so prior to the tour. Please remem-
ber that standard rooming means that all students will room with other students and adults will room
with other adults. If there is a case of an adult who would like to room with a student (for example,
mother-daughter pairs), the student will have to pay the rooming upgrade.

Will my daughter be with an adult the entire time or is the “buddy system” acceptable?
Girls must be in the presence of an adult at all times, aside from when sleeping. Chaperones are not
to let the girls go out on their own at any time.

What is the girl/adult ratio for these trips?

The girl/adult ratio per the Safety Activity Checkpoints is as follows:

e Savannah: Two non-related adults for every sixteen girls, plus an one adult for every additional
eight girls.

e Europe: Two non-related adults for every twenty girls, plus one adult for every additional ten girls.

GSNI will follow a ratio of three non-related adults for every sixteen girls for Savannah and four non-

related adults for every twenty girls for Europe.
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Q. What s the role of adults attending this trip?
A. Itismostimportant toremember that thisis, first and foremost, a trip for the girls! All decisions
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